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					he Advisory Committee of the UNSMIL-brokered Libyan Political Dialogue Forum (LPDF) started its 4-day face-to-face meeting to ‘‘encourage agreement, compromises and reassurances’’ to come up with recommendations to the 75-member LPDF for selecting the mechanism for choosing a unified interim government to guide Libya to the planned 24 December 2021 elections.

The Advisory Committee was formed after the main 75-member LPDF failed to choose one of the proposals for a mechanism with the needed pre-agreed majority.

Here are the opening remarks in full by UNSMIL Acting head Stephanie Williams at yesterday’s Geneva opening session.

‘‘Ladies and gentlemen, members of the Advisory Committee,

On the occasion of the Amazigh New Year, the United Nations Mission extends its best wishes to all the Amazigh of Libya, and hopes it will be a prosperous and peaceful year, and that Libya witnesses positive developments that fulfil the aspirations of all components of the dear Libyan people. I welcome you here at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva. Allow me to welcome Sheikh Muhammad Al-Barghouti, who will join us through the video conference as he was unable to travel and attend the meeting in person.

Progress has been made

At the outset, I would like to hail the progress made in the various dialogue tracks, whether the achievement of the 5+5 Joint Military Commission or the economic track with the excellent meeting that took place yesterday in Brega, as well as the humanitarian situation.

24 December 2021 election is top priority

On the political level, much has been accomplished in Tunis during the LPDF meeting, including the endorsement of the Roadmap for the preparatory phase for a comprehensive solution; the eligibility criteria for executive authority positions; the prerogatives of the unified executive authority; and most importantly, setting a date for the elections, which should take place in 345 days from now. This unwavering achievement, this date to return the sovereign decision to its rightful owners, is our top priority.

Selection mechanism process for next unified interim government has stalled

Yes, the LPDF has accomplished a lot, but since Tunis [meetings], we have not seen any progress on the selection mechanism of the unified executive authority and the LPDF was stalled. This is why your esteemed Committee was formed, to come up with recommendations about the formation of an interim, unified executive authority that shoulders the responsibility in a participatory manner and not on the basis of power-sharing, as some believed. We want a participatory formula where there is no victor no, a formula for coexistence for Libyans of various origins for a specific period of time until we pass on the torch.

I know and your colleagues, who selected you to join this Committee, know, that you enjoy a high patriotic spirit and the selflessness required to uphold the ultimate national interest.

The luxury of time is no more possible

As I mentioned earlier, we cannot discuss and embark on an open-ended process without a timeframe, because the luxury of time is no more possible. Therefore,  we decided to organize a face-to-face meeting for the Committee to encourage agreement, compromises and reassurances that the direct meeting allows.

We want a Libyan-made solution, not a solution imposed from the outside.

We want a Libyan-made solution, not a solution imposed from the outside. During this meeting, we will not discuss the names of candidates for leadership positions in the unified executive authority, and I will not accept that the Mission plays any role in naming the executive authority as promoted by some. This is a Libyan decision; a Libyan-Libyan solution, a purely Libyan solution. I invite you to come up with creative recommendations to be presented to  the LPDF for consensus. The LPDF is the owner of the inherent right to bring the political process to its goal.

Reaching a broad agreement among this Committee’s members to produce specific recommendations would ensure moving forward with presenting these recommendations to the LPDF to implement.

Will of all Libyan regions needs to be represented

During our previous meeting, it was clear through the proposals that the principles and goals of the Advisory Committee’s members revolve around a national solution, which builds on what was agreed upon in the Roadmap and provides reassurances to all; a solution that takes into account that the will of all Libyan regions is represented.

Once again, I reiterate that it’s very important that the Committee avoids the code of conduct violations that negatively affected the work of the LPDF.

I would also like to point out that the LPDF established three Committees only, the Drafting Committees [established during the meetings] in Tunis, the Legal Committee that is holding a virtual meeting as we speak, and this Advisory Committee. The rumours spreading around the establishment of a Settlement Committee, has nothing to do with the United Nations.

We hope that your work is characterized by the spirit of cooperation, desire for joint work, and the endeavour to reach consensual proposals, a spirit similar to the spirit that prevailed during the first and second sessions of the Committee. I wish you success in your work.

Without unified Libyan executive it is difficult to implement reunified budget

We are here to help. We have 4 days, four very important days for your country. So, let us work in a spirit of seriousness because we want to return to the LPDF with positive, concrete recommendations, because, in fact, I see many positive developments in the country. I was participating in the economic meeting, the economic dialogue last week, on the unification of the budget for the country, this is an excellent step, but it is clear that without a unified executive authority, it is difficult to implement this budget across the country. This is a simple indication, not to mention the need to provide services to municipalities, and the difficult circumstances due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

A lot of work should be dealt with by a unified government.

I am also concerned about the problem of the deteriorating infrastructure, such as the electrical grid. I hear and see that there is a major power cut in Tripoli. There are a lot of work that should be dealt with by a unified government. Let us work in this spirit and think about average Libyans who are living in these difficult conditions.’’
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			Parallel government to hold international conference on rebuilding Derna this week
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Marsad is the Libyan security sector observatory. Marsad gathers news items, analyses and reports relevant to Libyan security sector governance (SSG) and security sector reform (SSR). You can visit our other Marsad sites by clicking on the flags below. 
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Conclusion of Marsad Websites Network

















Dear Marsad community,

We regret to inform you that the network of the Marsad websites, operating in Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia, will no longer be providing updates and fresh content starting from the end of this month, 31st October 2023. This collective effort was part of a larger regional initiative, which has now concluded.

Over the years, this platform has served as a hub for a free, accessible, reliable, and unbiased source of information about the security sector in the respective countries. It has been our honor to provide you with a platform to share and access knowledge in a collaborative environment.

We extend our sincere gratitude to each and every one of you for being an integral part of this journey. Your engagement and support have been the cornerstone of our success.

For continued updates and insights about SSR in our regions, we invite you to connect with us through our corporate social media channels (website, LinkedIn, Twitter) and newsletter.

Thank you for being a part of our community.

Best regards,

DCAF-Geneva Centre for Security Sector Governance
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			.اشترك في نشرتنا الاخبارية للحصول على أحدث المستجدات المتعلقة بالقطاع الأمني في ليبيا
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بإمكانك إلغاء الإشتراك في أي وقت من خلال الضغط على الرابط الموجود في أسفل الرسائل. لمزيد من المعلومات حول إجراءات الخصوصية الخاصة بنا، الرجاء زيارة موقعنا.
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        نستخدم Mailchimp كمنصة تسويقية. بالضغط على زر الإشتراك، تعلمنا بموافقتك على مشاركة معلوماتك مع Mailchimp من أجل تنفيذ طلبك. يمكنك معرفة المزيد عن سياسية الخصوصية الخاصة ب Mailchimp عبر الضغط هنا.
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